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OUR WORK- 


Z^iblT^ha^l 1 arrangements may be made. Each 
sent in as soon as possib ied b y an adult. The talks will i a . 

family of children ^ thfi railway journeys are so short, and the 

about an hour-an thought advisable that each partv 
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Mrs Franklin’s Studio, 42, Linden Gardens ..at 3 p.m. I n th 
excursions, conducted by Mr. Hett it is hoped that many of the nests 
and habits of birds may be observed. For pond work the following are 
needed -a net which will allow the water to pass freely through, and a 
iar with tightly fitting stopper; small tin boxes, and a vasculum are also 

useful. All trains should be verified. Syllabus:— 

May 4th “The Streams of London,’ by Mr. b. Rowbotham, meeting 
place, Hampstead Heath Station, at 3.15 p.m. 

May nth, “Bird Life and Pond Life,” by Mr. G. S Hett, meeting place, 
Main r;ate of Richmond Park, opposite “Star and GartPr »> 


at 3 p.m. 

May 1 8th, “The Streams of London’’ (continued), by Mr. F. Rowbotham, 
meeting place, Hampstead Heath Station, at 3.15 p.m. 

May 25th, “Reptiles and Newts,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, 
Harrow Station (Metropolitan), at 2.58 p.m. 

fune 1st, “Natural History of Kensington Gardens,” by Mr. F. Row- 
botham, meeting place, The “Fountains,” Kensington 
Gardens, at 3 p.m. 

June 8th, “Bird Life,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, Southfields 
Station, for Wimbledon Common, at 3.1 p.m. 

June 15th, “Natural History of Kensington Gardens” (continued), by 
Mr. F. Rowbotham. meeting place, The “ Fountains,” 
Kensington Gardens, at 3 p.m. 

June 22nd, “ Reptiles and Newts,” by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, 
Harrow Station (Metropolitan), at 2.58 p.m. 

June 29th, “ Flowers and Irees,” by Mr. F Rowbotham, meeting place, 
Kew Gardens, Main Gate, at 3 p.m 

July 6th, Pond Life, ’ by Mr. G. S. Hett, meeting place, Epsom 
Station, at 3.15 p.m. 


BOOKS. 


Who's Who, 1898 (second issue), edited by D. Sladen (A. & C Black V6) 
Everyone knows Who's Who , and should there be any who have not that 
satisfaction, they cannot too soon make acquaintance with this indispen- 
sable handbook to the newspaper and key to the topics of the day. The 
editor, Mr Douglas Sladen, tells us that over a thousand new biographies 
have been added since last year, including, to take some random instances 
those of Professor Rontgen, inventor of the “X” rays ; of Signor Marconi', 
the discoverer of the wireless telegraphy ; of the President of the United 
States; Dr. J. H. Murray, of dictionary fame; Prince Ranjitsinjhi, who 
has many recreations besides cricket ; and many more, but these are 
enough to show how necessary the volume is. The lists are invaluable- 
lists of Societies, of leading British Newspapers, table of University 
Degrees, the London County Council, Queen’s Council, Judges, Pen-names, 
etc., etc. Many of the biographies are autobiographies, and the heading 
“ Recreations ” admits us to the personal lives of celebrities. 

Hatidbook of Housekeeping for Small Incomes , by F. Stacpoole 
(Walter Scott, 2/6). Miss Stacpoole has given us a useful and practical book. 
The recipes appear to be very good, all the more so that the writer is 
not betrayed into making her dishes too cheap. Everything is considered, 
nursery dishes, sick cooking, the washing of infants and young children, 
the dressing of the same important people, every-day ailments, tables of 
things in season, directions to servants (those to the house parlourmaid 
are especially good, so too are the directions for the care of lamps — but 
will any maid ever manage lamps satisfactorily ?). All mistresses should 
study the directions for the management of servants, not the least im- 
portant of which is the counsel of liberality as regards servants’ food. Ihe 
half-dozen rules for “ Domestic Peace Preservation ” are such as a young 
mistress might commit to memory with advantage. “ Don’t speak of one 
servant’s fault to another ” is the first of these. 


The Temple Classics: Homer's Iliad (2 vols., 1/6 net each, J. M. 
Dent & Co.). First edition published 1598 — 1611. It was a very happy 
thought of Messrs. Dent & Co. to reproduce Chapman s translation, 
savouring as it does of Tudor times, their poesy, and their bravery. 
The epistle dedicatory addressed To the High Born Prince of Men , Henry 
Thrice Royale Inheritor of the United Kingdoms , is valuable educationally, 
shewing what part the tale of heroic deeds should have in forming the 
herioc temper : — 

“You should learn these rights, 

Great Prince of men, by princely precedents, 

Which here, in all kinds, my true zeal presents 
To furnish your youth’s groundwork and first state, 

And let you see one God- like man create 
All sorts of worthiest men, etc. 


The Hexameter is not an easy meter to manage, but the freshness of 
Chapman’s English carries the reader through the long tale_ It was g 
thought of George Chapman’s, that a royal prince should be brought up upo 
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J . j „ ir ]s who do not belong to princely houses would eet 

Homer; and boy* ' ® * though ts all the readier if they were familiar with 

into the way ot pn y throug h a translation) instead of through th.» 
H — “ ‘“j* r/Sh, ful lunr.es of .ales of Greek heroes 8 
numerous wcli-w ^ familiar. With proper omissions and very li ttle 
which most cm d the Qdessey, in this charming edition, might be 

explanation, the children’s hour for months together, and w e 

the mother s when ,h e Iliad is finished, they will wish to begin 

it e aga r in t0 the e next evening. What could be more charming than this 

rendering of Achilles’ chiding of Patroclus . 
r n 5 “ Wherefore weeps my friend 

So like a girl, who. though she sees her mother cannot tend 

Her childish humours, hangs on her, and would be taken up 

Still viewing her with tear-drowned eyes, when she hath made her stoop.” 

The Little Flowers of S. Francis ( newly translated out of the Italian , 
by T W Arnold , the earliest dated original manuscript being’ A.D. 
* > (T. M. Dent & Co., Temple Classics, 1/6). This little volume is very 
quaint and very charming, and Mr. Arnold must be congratuiated on 
having performed his task delicately and well. The nineteenth century 
mind, "especially the Protestant mind, will find difficulty in placing itself in 
a sympathetic attitude towards tales of marvel, however naively told, which 
to our more literal notions have the air of fabrications pure and simple. 
But we shall miss the holiness and sweetness of this little book if we allow 
no place for illusions and have no faith in visions, and do not open our 
minds to the conception of that sweet saint of God who chose Poverty as 
his bride, and the joyousness of whose nuptials are here set forth. This 
heading (of chapter xiii.) indicates the sort of reading we shall find in 
The Little Flowers : — “ How S. Francis and Brother Masseo set the bread 
that they had begged upon a stone hard by a fountain , and how S. Francis 
praised poverty exceedingly. Then besought God and S . Peter and S. Paul 
that he would set in his heart the love of holy poverty, and how S. Peter and 
S. Paul appeared unto him I 

An English Garner : Ingatherings from our History and Literature , by 
Edward Arber (Constable & Co., 5 /-). This is a delightfully rich volume 
of the Garner , containing true and faithful narratives of the voyages of 
William Hawkins and of Master John Hawkins and of Sir Francis Drake; 
containing, too, sonnets and madrigals, elegies and odes of the sixteenth 
century , also a remarkable treatise on Dancing , in the form of a poem, by 
Sir John Davies, published in 1594 ; also Poor Richard Improved , being 
an Almanac , etc., for the year of our Lord 1758 ; and much other matter of 
curious interest. Perhaps, however, nothing in the volume is more 
mterestmg t an The Relation of David Ingram , of Barking , in the County 
A ssc - x ) ai °r } concerning the troublesome voyages of Mr. John Hawkins. 
A specially interesting feature of this narrative is the light in which the 
navigator ° Amer * ca a Ppear to the more or less marauding English 

kindlv rrpn'tl ^ "T ^ easant to ^ad of such goodly, gallant an 
SfH M. *? Ik 56 ' '‘ We had ”°< «ayed any longtime a. .he 
™ he.';', " “ > ,h " e «* »e by .he Spaniards from .he 

market place, great store of meat, sufficient to have satisfied five times as 
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many as we were. Some also gave us hats and some gave us money.” 
Again : ‘‘We were put together in our Lady’s hospital, in which place we 
were courteously used and oftentimes visited by various gentlemen and 
gentlewomen of the city, who brought us divers things to comfort us 
withall, as succets (sweetmeats), marmarlade, and such other things, and 
would also many times give us many things and that very liberally ; in 
which hospital we remained for the space of six months (i.e., till the 
summer of 1659), until we were all whole and sound of body.” Later they 
are set to work in the mines, and “ many of us became very rich.” All 
went merrily until the establishment of “ Holy Hellish House” at Mexico, 
i.c.y until the Jesuits carried the Inquisition and its tortures across the 
Atlantic, “to the terror of the whole country.” Whoever loves curious 
reading and side-lights on matters of history, will especially enjoy this 
volume of An English Garner . 

A Student of Nature : Memorials of the Rev. Donald Fergus son, 
M.A., Minister of the Parish of Inver keithing, by R. M. Fergusson 
(Alexander Gardner). We agree with A.K.H.P., who writes the 
prefatory note, in his lament that this young student of nature and of 
men, so full of promise and of power, should have been so soon taken 
away. The fragment called A Hard Field Day reaches a high literary 
level ; Thomas Hardy himself could not have told the tragical tale 
with more terse force. His study of Jefferies, whose fervent disciple he 
is, shows critical insight. The poems are less striking than the prose; 
Mr. Fergusson writes ballades and triolets, but he is not an Austin Dobson. 
The sermons are fresh in thought and earnest in their Christian feeling. 

Old Testament Lessons for Secondary Schools : Genesis , by M. 
Bramston (Simpkin & Co., 6d). Miss Bramston has done her work 
thoughtfully and well. She does not venture into deep waters, but neither 
does she ignore difficulties. She shows consistently that, in the burning 
questions which gather round this first book of the Bible, it is the spirit 
and not the letter which signifies, the divine message to man which 
appears through the story. Miss Bramston’s work should answer its 
purpose. 

Tales from the Fairic Queene , by Mary Macleod. Introduction by J. \\. 
Hales (Gardner, Darton & Co., 5 /-)• Mr. Hales in his introduction quotes a 
long list of poets from Milton and Wordsworth on the one hand, to Dryden 
and Pope on the other, and a long list of prose writers, who revere Spenser 
and are more or less informed by the Fairte Queene , and yet he says it is 
incontrovertible that this poem is very little known as a whole to most 
people.” “ Of the persons who read the first canto,” says Macaulay, “ not 
one in ten reaches the end of the first book, and not one in a 
hundred perseveres to the end of the poem,” and Mr. Hales goes on to 
prove that Macaulay himself is among those ignorant, for he makes t e 
Blatant Beast to die, when the Blatant Beast does not die. E\cn^ 1 ton is 
guilty of lapses in his references to “our sage and serious poet penser. 
We think Mr. Hales is right. We all love the Fairie Queene m 
the abstract, but most of us know it mighty little in the concrete. 
Miss Macleod’s volume will charm the young reader and make 
him keen to win acquaintance with the poet at first an 
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know something about, but do we get our knowledge from Spenser ? ^ 


se of us wno are uu j * lu Know the t a i 

Of Sir Guyon, and the history of that most noble maiden, Britomart It 
has been adopted as a sort of tutelary saint by at least one of 0Ur s ,' ° 
women’s colleges, where she figures in window and on wall with inspi rint ! 
dignity and beauty. Sir Artegall, too-how many of us could stand / 
examination upon his adventures? Do we know all 
knight of courtesy, Calidor, or about “fairest Pastorella 
i—JL, about, but do we ge 


dignity anu 0 , y — — v,wui U stand an 

examination upon his adventures ? Do we know all about that SWep " 
P m,rfesv. Calidor, or about “fairest Pastorella” ? Coridon w e 


v sorneuiuig -- o o ~ opcnser J a 

very fine teaching in chivalry and high morality would be his who had 
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very line icdLumg j o j ^ wno 

by heart the noble gallery of portraits which Edmund Spenser has drawn 
so that whoso looks thereat may see mirrored for his instruction what- 
soever things are lovely and of good repute ; and, that he may the better 
recognise that which is fair, we have painted for us, that we may abhor 
and avoid, such portraits as those of Duessa, Satyrane, Phaedria, and the 
rest. These tales are gracefully told by one who is evidently saturated 
with Spenserian thought and sentiment, and, though no prose version 
can be a substitute for the original, we think this should be a delightful 
introduction and foretaste. 

The Official Report of the Women Workers' Conference , held at 
Croydon, October, 1897 (53, Berners Street, Oxford Street, 2/-). We regret 
that pressure of other matter has made our acknowledgment of this Report 
so tardy, but we should like to recommend every essay in the volume to the 
thoughtful and careful reading of all educated English women. The 
distinct literary quality of the papers makes this a pleasant task, but good 
writing is the last and least of the recommendationsof this important Report. 
Among the speakers are Mrs. Alfred Booth, the President, Mrs. Temple, 
Mrs. Creighton, The Hon. Mrs. A. T. Lyttelton, Adeline, Duchess of 
Bedford, Lady Frederick Cavendish, Mrs. Barnett, Lady Vincent, Miss 
Caillard, Miss Clifford, and many more. The papers of the two last- 
mentioned ladies, on “Power in Work,” and “ On the Pain of the World, 
how to face it, are especially inspiring. Here is a passage from Miss 
Cliffords paper:— “And then — and this is a very noteworthy point -we 
must face the pain of the world with a resolute choice and determination 
not to spend our lives doubting. Whenever we stand in front of a mystery 

ic we cannot read, whether of nature, history, or experience, we have 
p ^ etker we Wld still believe in Christ, and through Him in the 

• , er ’ s utt * n S our eyes to every contradiction ; or whether we will believe 

ler w C r CUOn Shut 0ur e y es to the face of Christ. One or the 
Shall we trll trust * n > 0ne or the other we must ignore. . . • • 

Father -' or 1 tather of our Lord Jesus Christ, His Father and our 

the riddles of n»r tke P owers °f doubt, denial and darkness— 

° f ex e eiie " ce ’’ A "iong the subjects 
Poor Law” - m l . r y Care and Training of Children under the 

women on the Continent’^ “ Th^n^ Inteni P erance ” > “ Youn S E "* lis f' 
“ The Responsibility and CW- DangerS of lhe Luxury of Modern Life , 
of Elementary Teacher" ’• ° f Work ” 5 “ The Llfe and 

“ lhe Better Orpani^t' ’ r 1 le ^ rlson Life of Women and Children , 
Side of Co-operation.” tl0n ° f ^ Nursin g Profession ” ; “The Educational 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[T he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents . ] 

DEAR Editor,— Can you recommend a book suitable to read to a 
little girl of eleven, on Sunday? I have made a practice of reading or 
rather using as a background for talks on higher morality and simple 
unsectarian Christianity, various books published by the Sunday School 
Association, and have found them very helpful. I refer to such books as 
Lessons on the Growth of Moral and Spiritual Ideas (P. H. Wicksteed) 
Elements of Morality (Mrs. Bray), Outline Lessons on Religion 
(Armstrong), Short Sermons to Children by Three Cousins (the Misses 
Martineau), and many others, quite unsectarian. I quote these to give 
you an idea of the kind of book required. I have worked through all the 
best books published by this Association, and do not know where to turn 
for others If you could give me a list in next month’s Parents' Review 
I should be very grateful. Yours tru]y> K M PowELL . 

Oakridge, Dorking. 


Dear Editor, — I should like to recommend to the lady who wished 
for easy music to play for her children to dance to, a little shilling book, 
called A Night's Fun with the Children (Mozart Allen, 70, South 
Portland Street.) Y ours faithfully, M. T. 

Hardwick Hill, Byfield, R.S.O. 


Dear Editor,— To my mind, the most interesting article in the 
magazines this month is “ Gladstone’s Theology,” by G. W. E. Russell, 
in the Contempoiary , from which I make the following short extracts: — 
“As a schoolboy he was honourably distinguished by simple devotion 
and stainless living. ‘At Eton,’ said Bishop Hamilton, of Salisbury, ‘I 
was a thoroughly idle boy ; but I was saved from some worse things 
by getting to know Gladstone.’ To have exercised, while still a schoolboy, 
an influence for good on one of the greatest of contemporary saints is 
surely such a distinction as few Prime Ministers ever attained. Sixty 
years afterwards, a schoolfellow remembered seeing Gladstone turn his 
glass upside down and decline to drink a coarse toast proposed, according 

to annual custom, at a school dinner The blameless schoolboy 

became a blameless undergraduate ; diligent, sober, regular alike in 
study and devotion, giving his whole energies to the duties of the place, 
a nd quietly abiding in the religious faith in which he had been trained. 
He was conspicuously moderate in the use of wine— his good examp e 
in this respect affected not only his contemporaries, but also his successors 
at the University ; men who followed him to Oxford ten years later oun 
it still operative; and the present Archbishop of Canterbury ias 0 
that undergraduates drank less in the forties, because Gladstone 
had been courageously abstemious in the thirties. 
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